Thanks for booking your holiday at Snowdrift.  Any great Ski holiday requires a little preparation and we hope these little tips can help.

Ski Hire

We have always hired our ski gear in Sydney.  For Children’s gear in particular we have found that Snow Skiers Warehouse or Rebel Sports have always been very reliable and the clothing is always clean and rarely more than 2 seasons old.

Don’t forget that tobogganing is not available on Thredbo Resort Centre property but a small slide at the back of the Chalet is always good fun so we recommend that you hire toboggans in Sydney.  We also need to warn you that tobogganing is a hazardous activity and we accept no responsibility for injury sustained on our property.

For young children we recommend a one piece ski suit as a 2 piece will always have snow around the midriff.   Also it is worth spending a few dollars to hire après boots as sneakers don’t really cut it when the going gets slushy.   Younger children also find mittens easier to get on and off so these are a good investment.  As far as purchasing clothing compared to hiring goes as a general guide if you hire 4 or more times you will have paid for the item at new price.   If you can pick up some ex rental gear then it is usually half the new price.

Snow Chains

Wheel chains are an essential and must be carried within the National Park.  These can be hired in Jindabyne but make sure that they are correctly sized for your vehicle and that you are familiar with how to install them before you need to do it in the dark when it is really snowing.  Most garages are happy to show you how to fit chains and most chains are of the easy fit type.   You will also find a plastic sheet handy to lie on when fitting chains. (Don’t forget to pack the chains on top of your luggage!)

Car Parking at Snowdrift

At Snowdrift we have 3 car spaces available and these are marked for you.  When your cars are not there please use the chain to prevent other cars from using your spaces.  The chain is not locked but acts as a deterrent.   When parked you will find it easier if it does snow to have your cars driving wheels nearest the road to pull yourself out.  Always leave your windscreen wipers up when expecting snow and if the forecast is for a big dump of snow it is easier to fit the chains before the snow comes rather than during a storm.

National Park Entry Fee

The National Park Entry fee is $25.00 per car per day while you are in Thredbo.  Should you arrive after dark the entry gate may be closed and you can pay for your pass at the Newsagent in the Village.   An annual pass that allows entry to all National Parks in NSW is $130.00. (prices correct at time of writing)

Facilities of the Chalet

Snowdrift is extremely well equipped and we do our best to maintain this standard.  Should any breakdowns occur please contact us on 0425250871 so that we can arrange repairs as soon as possible.  If you have any suggestions of additional features that would make your stay more enjoyable then also please let us know.

We do provide X Box and Playstation 2 game units but ask that you bring your own games. 

There is a comprehensive video and DVD library as well as books and games.  The pool table and table tennis is also available for your use but we request that children be supervised in this area.   The air Hockey table in the loft is also a hit with both kids and adults.  We can also have child proof gates fitted to both stairways in the Chalet if your children are unfamiliar with stairs.  This year we also installed a “foos” ball table 

New for 2007 is a wireless hotspot with broadband access available on your laptop or via the in house computer.

While we don’t want you to spend all week cooking in the kitchen we do have guests wondering how well equipped the kitchen is at Snowdrift so that they can come appropriately prepared.

In the main Kitchen you will find a new Delongi gas stove and electric oven, large refrigerator, Bosch Dishwasher, Microwave, Kettle, Toaster, Popcorn maker, Milkshake maker, Sandwich maker, Coffee Plunger, various pots and pans as well as a 12 piece dinner setting.  On each of the decks there is a BBQ.   The secondary kitchen offers an electric range, dishwasher and small refrigerator.  One of our new features for this year is a bread making machine.   We recommend that you purchase Laucke single loaf bread mix  before you leave home as it is an easy option.  Simply add 400ml water, the flour and then the yeast sachet on top for a perfect result.  We also have a cappuccino machine and coffee grinder so bring your favourite coffee beans.

Of course all linen (towels, sheets, doonas) are supplied.  We will ask you if you would prefer single or king sized beds.

Thredbo Resort Facilities.

For more information check out www.thredbo.com.au but here are a few tips to make better use of the facilities.

The Red Shuttle Bus is a great way to get around and stops directly outside Snowdrift in both directions about every 8 minutes.     We strongly advise against driving to the village as parking is actually worse that the Sydney CBD and is heavily policed.

Always book for dinner especially in high season.  For weekends book by Thursday to ensure you get a table.

Snow reports and lift opening status are displayed each day at 8.00am in the bus shed across the road, in the buses as well as on the web site.  For great snow cam images go to www.ski.com.au.   

You can buy your lift tickets at Friday Flat or Valley Terminal.  There is a late start ticket available, a half-day or a full day.   A five day may also suit your needs better.  You can also join Club Thredbo and save off the price of any full day lift pass.  Lift and Lesson packages are also a great way to start Skiing on Friday Flat or Merritts.

If you have small children Thredboland is a good way for them to be introduced to Skiing but the option of a private lesson with 3 children per instructor can improve their ability in a much shorter time.  Don’t forget that every Tuesday the Thredbo Animals come to Thredboland and every Thursday is the children’s Flare run and Fireworks over Friday Flat.

Shopping for Food in The Snowy Mountains

The Thredbo supermarket has most brands at convenience store prices.  The other options are to bring from Sydney or pop in to the Woolworth's Supermarket in Cooma on the way through.  The hours vary with the season. 

Driving to Thredbo

Thredbo is about 5 hours driving time from Sydney.   Take the M5 freeway until Goulburn and then the Federal Highway to Canberra.  You can then follow one of the following three routes.

1. Detour through Queenbyan (advisable if traveling near the Canberra peak hours)

2. Travel along Northbourne Avenue, around Parliament House (keep to your left) and follow the Cooma Signs.  

3. Take the Fyswick Exit (Majura Rd) and follow the signs for Canberra Airport.  Turn Right on ALT23 after the airport and then left onto Morshead Drive, travel through the roundabout onto the Monaro Highway. Then follow the Fyswick and Cooma Signs.  This route by passes the traffic lights in Canberra and is usually the fastest. 

All three routes join the Monaro Highway and then it is just over an hour to Cooma and then an hour into Thredbo.  The turn off to Thredbo is after Jindabyne and is called the Alpine Way.

During the Ski season there are numerous Radar and Speed Cameras placed along this route.  

Along the Way

We have listed the following food stops which we have used along the way.(elapsed driving time from Sydney Airport in brackets).

· Pheasants Nest Service Area – basic food roadhouse style.




(50 min)
· Mittagong, Berrima and Bowral - detour here for great cafes and playgrounds.


(1hr 15min)

· Exeter – McDonalds (small playground)







(1hr 30min)

· Marulan Sevice Centre-KFC, Burger King (small playground), BP 24 hr restaurant.

(1hr 45 min)


· Goulburn - McDonalds and Subway, BP 24 hour restaurant at The Big Merino.


(2hr)

· Queenbyan - Fast Food Heaven as well as Cafes in the main street.



(2hr 35min)

· Canberra - McDonalds,KFC or try a restaurant in Manuka.




(2hr 45 min)

· Bredbo - Try the Pancake café with the green stripes. Also the pizza is supposed to be good
(3hr 40min)

· Cooma - McDonalds and KFC.








(4 hrs)

· Berridale – small café’s and pub style food






(4hr 15min)

· Jindabyne - The Brumby Bar does a great steak. Otherwise there are a number of cafes.

(4hr 30min)

· Alpine Way -  Crackenback Cottage is a unique dining experience.



(4hr 40min)

Coach Services from Sydney and Canberra

There are several bus services from Sydney and the Central Coast but here is one we have always found reliable.  The coaches are video and Toilet equipped with minimal stops.  Contact Clipper Tours 1300361156  or www.clippertours.com.au.   Also www.smx.com.au offers a shuttle service to the resorts from Canberra and Cooma airports.

As a general guide coaches depart daily from Sydney at 7.00am and midnight and arrive 8 hours later.

To Cooma by Plane

REX operates small aircraft to Cooma.  The bus from Cooma to Thredbo meets each plane and offers door to door service at Snowdrift at a cost of $90.00 per person return.   As an option you can hire a car at Cooma Airport but bookings well ahead of time are essential.   Don’t forget that you will still need to pay the National Park Entry costs.

Petrol/Diesel

Thredbo has a full service petrol station with Diesel, Unleaded and Premium.  As a guide you will pay about $1.70 a litre for unleaded.    If your  can uses Diesel be aware that Diesel freezes much more easily than petrol.  Most service Stations beyond Cooma sell alpine diesel which will not freeze in your tank. 

(this information correct at time of printing but is subject to change)

