Thanks for booking your holiday at Snowdrift.  Any great holiday requires a little preparation and we hope these little tips can help.

Car Parking at Snowdrift

At Snowdrift we have 3 car spaces available and these are marked for you.  When your cars are not there please use the chain to prevent other cars from using your spaces.  The chain is not locked but acts as a deterrent

National Park Entry Fee

The National Park Entry fee is $15.00 per car per day while you are in Thredbo.  Should you arrive after dark the entry gate may be closed and you can pay for your pass at the Newsagent in the Village.   An annual pass that allows entry to all National Parks in NSW is $80.00 and a 2-year pass is $140.00.

Facilities of the Chalet

Snowdrift is extremely well equipped and we do our best to maintain this standard.  Should any breakdowns occur please contact us on 8308 0871 so that we can arrange repairs as soon as possible.  If you have any suggestions of additional features that would make your stay more enjoyable then also please let us know.

We do provide X Box and Playstation game units but ask that you bring your own games. 

There is a comprehensive video and DVD library as well as books and games.  The pool table and table tennis is also available for your use but we request that children be supervised in this area.   We can also have child proof gates fitted to both stairways in the Chalet if your children are unfamiliar with stairs.

The computer allows internet access through Access Only which is a local phone call.  If you change the ISP to a Sydney based provider be aware that the calls will be at STD rates.   We will invoice you for phone calls once our account is billed usually about 1 week after your stay.

While we don’t want you to spend all week cooking in the kitchen we do have guests wondering how well equipped the kitchen is at Snowdrift so that they can come appropriately prepared.

In the main Kitchen you will find a new Delongi gas stove and electric oven, large refrigerator, Bosch Dishwasher, Microwave, Kettle, Toaster, Popcorn maker, Milkshake maker, Sandwich maker, Coffee Plunger (bring your ground beans), various pots and pans as well as a 12 piece dinner setting.  On each of the deck there is a BBQ.   One of our new features for this year is a bread making machine.   We recommend that you purchase Laucke single loaf bread mix  before you leave home as it is an easy option.  Simply add 400ml water, the flour and then the yeast sachet on top for a perfect result.

Activities

Here are a few suggestions of what we do when we visit Thredbo in the Summer.  You can purchase an all inclusive family pass at the Valley Terminal ticket office.

· Bobsled Rides

· Ride the chairlift to top station and walk to the summit of mount Kousciuzko

· Ride the Gondola for Dinner at Eagles Nest

· Hurtle down the Cannonball Run on a bicycle. 

· Master the Maze at Crackenback Farm.

· View at the limestone formations at Yarrangobilly Caves

· Horse ride through Australia’s high country.

· Land a trout at Lake Eucumbene.(or visit a trout farm for an easier catch)

· Bush walking with spectacular views (take a picnic)

· A round of golf on the highest course in Australia.

· White water rafting.

· Tackle mission inflatable at the Thredbo Centre.
Weather

Thredbo and the Snowy Mountains offers clear crisp nights with warm sunny days.    When walking in the high country you can experience warm weather in the village and sub zero temperatures at top station.  It is generally recommended that you wear clothing in layers that can be added or taken off as the weather demands.  We often have snow in January so gloves, boots and waterproof clothing are a must.   You can check the weather at the top of the mountain in the report posted in the bus shed or by phoning 6459 4100.  The weather is also available at www.thredbo.com.au and is updates twice daily.

Shopping for Food in The Snowy Mountains

The Thredbo supermarket has most brands at convenience store prices.  The other options are to bring from Sydney or pop in to the Woolworth's Supermarket in Cooma on the way through.  The hours vary with the season. 

Driving to Thredbo

Thredbo is about 5 hours driving time from Sydney.   Take the M5 freeway until Goulburn and then the Federal Highway to Canberra.  You can then follow one of the following three routes.

1. Detour through Queenbyan (advisable if traveling near the Canberra peak hours)

2. Travel along Northbourne Avenue, around Parliament House (keep to your left) and follow the Cooma Signs.  

3. Take the Fyswick Exit (Majura Rd) and follow the signs for Canberra Airport.  Turn Right on ALT23 after the airport and then left onto Morshead Drive, travel through the roundabout onto the Monaro Highway. Then follow the Fyswick and Cooma Signs.  This route by passes the traffic lights in Canberra and is usually the fastest. 

All three routes join the Monaro Highway and then it is just over an hour to Cooma and then an hour into Thredbo.  The turn off to Thredbo is after Jindabyne and is called the Alpine Way.

Along the Way

We have listed the following food stops which we have used along the way.(elapsed driving time from Sydney in brackets)

· Pheasants Nest Service Area – basic food roadhouse style.




(50 min)
· Mittagong, Berrima and Bowral - detour here for great cafes and playgrounds.


(1hr 15min)

· Exeter – McDonalds (small playground)







(1hr 30min)

· Marulan Sevice Centre-KFC, Burger King (small playground), BP 24 hr restaurant.

(1hr 45 min)


· Goulburn - McDonalds and Subway, BP 24 hour restaurant at The Big Merino.


(2hr)

· Queenbyan - Fast Food Heaven as well as Cafes in the main street.



(2hr 35min)

· Canberra - McDonalds,KFC or try a restaurant in Manuka.




(2hr 45 min)

· Bredbo - Try the Pancake café with the green stripes. Also the pizza is supposed to be good
(3hr 40min)

· Cooma - McDonalds and KFC.








(4 hrs)

· Berridale – small café’s and pub style food






(4hr 15min)

· Jindabyne - The Brumby Bar does a great steak. Otherwise there are a number of cafes.

(4hr 30min)

· Alpine Way -  Crackenback Cottage is a unique dining experience.



(4hr 40min)

Coach Services from Sydney

There are several bus services from Sydney and the Central Coast but here is one we have always found reliable.  The coaches are video and Toilet equipped with minimal stops.  Contact Clipper Tours 1300361156  or www.clippertours.com.au. 

To Cooma by Plane

Horizon airlines (a Qantas Partner) operates small aircraft to Cooma.  Phone 131313 for reservations.  The bus from Cooma to Thredbo meets each plane and offers door to door service at Snowdrift at a cost of $90.00 per person return.   As an option you can hire a car at Cooma Airport but bookings well ahead of time are essential.   Don’t forget that you will still need to pay the National Park Entry costs.

Petrol

Thredbo has a full service petrol station with Diesel, Unleaded and Premium.  As a guide you will pay about $1.10 a litre for unleaded.  

(this information correct at time of printing but is subject to change)

